
CEC DA SL - SUPERLINK D/A Converter
 Surpassing the finest since 1954 - 100% handcrafted in Japan
CEC opened a new chapter in music repro-
duction in 1991 with the world‘s first Belt Drive 
CD Transport, the now famous TL 1. Creative 
mastery of planar and rotational vibration con-
trol techniques resulted in landmark products 
whose uniquely analog musicality has been 
hailed as nothing less than revolutionary in 
digital audio. CEC has continued to improve 
design expertise and launched a cascade of 
highly acclaimed and awarded products. The 
CEC DA SL SUPERLINK D/A Converter, has 
been designed as the ultimate D/A converter 
to bring out the full performance of CD’s using 
the “Superlink“ connection, the original digital 
transmission way with ultra low jitter.

Designed specifically for CEC Transports and 
CD Players with “Superlink” connections. Your 
CD’s will be reborn with “Superlink”. 

CEC SUPERLINK Digital Signal Transmission 
System is a proprietary digital signal transmis-
sion system that transports music signals and 
synchronization (clock) signals with separate 
cables. The SPDIF (Sony Philips Digital Inter-
Face) and AES/EBU (Audio Engineering So-
ciety/European Broadcasting Union) transmit 
both the music and clock signals through the 
same signal conductor and are prone to jitter 
effects caused by the signals interfering with 
each other and signal processing errors.

The ultimate task of a high end audio component is to breathe life into reproduced music and 
convey to the listener that the soul of the performer lives in each musical event. Test reports 
in international magazines as well as the testimony of our satisfied customers worldwide 
confirm that we have achieved our musical objective: music reproduction on its highest level. 
More information: www.cec-international.com



High resolution signal upsampling by CEC TL2N is 
functional. Analog output: Both conventional type
RCA and balanced XLR connections are available. 
We recommend the balanced output of DA SL su-
perior circuitry for peak performance of your system.

CEC SUPERLINK system transmits control, data, 
and clock signals separately with four cables, requi-
ring no encoding or decoding process. Eliminating 
“coding”, helps minimizes deterioration of the music 
signal during transmission. The SUPERLINK trans-
mission paths deliver/receive the following signals:

MCK (Master Clock): Master clock signal from the 
D/A converter. The transport functions as a slave to 
the DA converter, enabling synchronized transmissi-
on of audio data.

BCK (Bit Clock): Sends bit clock signal, required for 
digital data bit identification (e.g. sampling frequen-
cy) or signal readout, from the CD transport to the 
D/A converter.

LRCK (L/R Clock): Sends left/right identification 
clock signals from the transport to the D/A converter.

DATA: Sends audio data from the CD transport to 
the D/A converter.

The SUPERLINK, ultra low jitter transmission sys-
tem, uses the 4 labeled BNC terminals for the CEC 
TL0 3.0, TL1N, TL2N and TL3N, and D-SUB-9 for 
CEC TL2 and TL51 series transports.

Digital-to-analog conversion is performed by the 
ESS Hyperstream DAC 32 bit chip ES9028PRO from 
the flagship SABRE PRO series. Extra wide dynamic 
range (NDR) and ultra low total harmonic distortion 
plus noise (THD+N) results in music reproduction 
with unbelievable breadth and depth. Word clock 
input of 44.1kHz is regenerated to 16.9344MHz 
for the SUPERLINK master clock. The SUPERLINK 
BNC-BCK input is also used for SPDIF coaxial input.
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Notice: Specifications and Design are subject to change without notice.
CEC International GmbH | Wacholderweg 16 | 22335 Hamburg | Germany
Mail: info@cec-international.com | Web: www.cec-international.com

DAC chip ESS ES9028PRO

Masterclock output • BNC (MCK): 16.9344MHz
• D-SUB-9 (9): 16.9344MHz

Word clock input • BNC: 44.1kHz 
to be regenarated for SUPERLINK MCK

Superlink input • BNC x 3 (BCK, LRCK, DATA): 44.1kHz
• D-SUB-9 (2:BCK, 4:LRCK, 6:DATA)

SPDIF input BNC x 1 (at SUPERLINK BCK terminal) 
PCM 24bit/32 - 192kHz

Digital filter switchable between FLAT and PULSE

Analog output Balanced XLR (2pin: hot) x 1: 5Vrms
Unbalanced RCA x 1: 2Vrms

Frequency response 20Hz to 20kHz/±0dB with FLAT filter)

S/N ratio 105dB, 1kHz/0dB

Crosstalk 105dB, 1kHz/0dB

THD 0.003%, 1KHz/0dB

Power Supply AC 230/120 V, 50/60 Hz

Dimensions 435 (B) x 335 (T) x 103 (H) mm

Weight 9 kg

Color Silver or Black

 The Drive | www.cec-international.com

CEC DA SL - SUPERLINK D/A Converter


